
What are Lexia Lessons?
Lexia Lessons are explicit lesson plans to guide teachers in 
providing face-to-face, targeted intervention to individual students, 
small groups, or the whole class. Each Lexia Lesson includes: 

•  �A description of the skill and 
its importance to language 
and literacy development 

•  �Bulleted, concise prompts for 
educators to provide context 
and model skills 

•  �Anchor Charts to highlight the 
key points related to a specific 
skill with visually engaging 
illustrations and graphic 
organizers that support  
on-the-spot instruction 

•  �Answer Keys to offer 
educators an easy reference to 
assess student learning

•  ��Student-centered Practice 
sections build in complexity 
and closely follow the 
instructional language, skill, 
and vocabulary students 
learned in the online program

•  �Lexia Lesson slide decks are 
available on the Resources Hub 
> Support for Instruction page.

Lexia Lessons are available across all program levels and are automatically 
recommended for struggling students, based on performance in the 
online program.

Why are Lexia Lessons important?
PowerUp provides teachers with actionable data, and Lexia Lessons 
are an important part of that action plan. The embedded practice and 
instruction in the online program may be sufficient for some students, but 
many students may require additional targeted, face-to-face instruction to 
be successful. Educators are integral to the delivery of each lesson— they 
control the dialogue and pace. This personalized approach supports the 
varying needs of all students. Lesson delivery recommendations—how 
many lessons? which lessons?—vary depending on data in the myLexia 
educator platform that indicates student progress and performance.

Lexia Lessons include activities that reinforce and extend online learning, 
as well as opportunities for oral expression and writing. While the time to 
deliver each Lexia Lesson varies, most practice activities can be done in 
less than twenty minutes. 

How can Lexia Lessons be used?
Different teachers will most likely have different levels of familiarity with 
each skill area. Some teachers may want to closely follow the provided 
prompts and directives, while others may feel comfortable referring 
directly to the Anchor Chart and reproducible pages for students. The 
entire Lexia Lesson does not need to be printed. Save paper by viewing 
Lexia Lessons online, printing only the reproducible pages for students. 
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So, what’s  
in it for me?

Informational Text 
Structure & Features

Text features are elements in informational text  
such as headings and captions.

Whoever thought up movie previews really had the right 
idea! Previews give you just enough information to know 
what the movie is about and hopefully get you interested 
enough to actually watch the movie.  

But what do movie previews have to do with Informational 
Text Structure and Features? Well, when you identify the text 
features of an informational text, you’re actually previewing 
the text. Identifying text features helps you figure out the 
most important parts of the text while special features like 
italics and captions draw your attention to key words or 
additional facts. 

INSECTS
Keywords: continent, decay, sap

INSECTS WHO BLEND IN
Stick Insect or Twig? 

Katydids or Leaves? 
 

Dead Leaf Butterfly or Decaying Leaf?

INSECTS WHO ARE 
DANGEROUS

Maricopa Harvester Ant

Brown Tail Moth

Asian Giant Hornet

DID YOU KNOW?

•  

• 

• 

Level 1
subheading

Can you find these other  
text features?

✔ feature box

✔ bulleted list

✔ italics

✔ caption

✔ diagram 

Heading

Level 2
subheading
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 INSTRUCT 
ANCHOR CHART [Display Reproducible page 1.]

• Introduce the Concept of this lesson. (See above.)

• Review the term text features on the Anchor Chart. Introduce the annotated article Insects, 
and review the terms in the speech bubbles and checklist: heading, Level 1 subheading, Level 
2 subheadings, bulleted list, feature box, italics, caption, and diagram.

• Prompt students: Can you point to the Level 1 subheading that isn’t labeled? (Insects Who Are 
Dangerous) Can you point to the Level 2 subheadings that aren't labeled? (Maricopa Harvester 
Ant; Brown Tail Moth; Asian Giant Hornet)

• Read and discuss the So, what’s in it for me? section with students. (Optional: Review this 
section when the lesson is complete to reinforce the skill.)

 PRACTICE 
[Display Reproducible page 2, Part A.]

• Read the directions with students. 

• Review the keywords, and have students find them in the article before beginning to read. 
Check for student understanding of the keywords. (Note that definitions are provided on the 
Lesson page 2 Answer Key.)

• Provide support as they read the informational article Cities of the United Kingdom: Big and Small.

• Refer to the Anchor Chart as needed, and prompt students: How many Level 1 subheadings 
are there? How many Level 2 subheadings are there? What is the purpose of the feature box?  
Which text feature is listed on the Anchor Chart but is not in the article? (a diagram)

[Display Reproducible page 3, Part B.]

• Read the directions with students, and provide support as needed. 

• Prompt students: How did labeling the text features help you to complete the graphic organizer? 

[Display Reproducible page 4, Part C.]

• Read the directions with students, and remind them to use the graphic organizer to help write 
their summary. (Note that a sample summary is provided on the Lesson page 3 Answer Key.) 

 PREPARE
CONCEPT  Informational text is writing that 
gives facts about a subject. The structure of an 
informational text refers to how the information 
is organized. It often includes a subject, main 
idea, supporting ideas, and details and aids 
readers in comprehending what they’re reading. 
Text features of an informational text, like italics 
and captions, aid readers in gathering more 
information. Thinking about the text structure 
and features of an informational text helps in 
summarizing the  text.

FLUENCY SUPPORT   The passages in this lesson 
are available for oral reading fluency practice and 
assessment on the PowerUp Resources Hub.

VOCABULARY  bulleted list, details, diagram, 
feature box, informational text, Level 1 
subheading, Level 2 subheading, main idea, 
subject, supporting idea, text features, heading, 
subheading, caption, italics, summary

MATERIALS  Lesson reproducibles
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